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In the spring their inaction was relieved by
operations designed to open up Xauen's com-
munications with the sea. They did garrison work
in Xauen itself. But this was not what the Legion,
or at least that part of the Legion that answered
to Franco, was looking for. They had been taught
to believe in their unique quality as gallant fighters,
and the manifestation of this quality did not seem
to them to consist in being held in reserve. " Use
us in the vanguard," was the constant cry of every
man from Franco himself to the meanest private
soldier.
. In June of that year, the time at last came when
the Primera Bandera were to be used in an attack
on Tazarut, the home of the Raisuni himself. On
the eve of battle Franco's Legionnaires slept
more contentedly than of late, for now their work
was something worthy of them, they were to
assault the fountain head of the whole rebellion.
, While the preparations for the taking of Tazarut
were going forward, other forces were at work that
were to change the whole aspect of the African
situation. In the person of Abd-el-Krim, a new
enemy of Spain had emerged who was to be more
formidable than either El lizzian or the Raisuni
had ever been. The Legionnaires, who dreamed of
the feats they would perform at Tazarut the next
day, awoke, or rather were woken, to find that the
operations they had contemplated were no longer